
 P
A

R
LI

A
M

EN
TA

R
Y 

A
SS

EM
B

LY
 O

F 

TH
E 

C
O

U
N

C
IL

 O
F 

EU
R

O
P

E 

  

 NEWS 
N°3 (JULY) 2026 

 
 
 

PACE Session 
22-26 June 

2026 & more 
  
  
  

IN THIS ISSUE: 
 

Highlights  
 

Hearings and 
events  

 
Rapporteurs 

 
Questions 

 
Speakers 

 
 
 

 

 

June 2026 part-session highlights & more: 

▪ On 23 June, PACE elected a new Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe. 
We congratulate Tanja Gonggrijp and wish her a successful mandate! We also thank the 
outgoing Deputy Secretary General Bjørn Berge for his dedicated service. 

▪ Democracy and human rights in Georgia, Azerbaijan, and Serbia: ahead of the plenary 
debates, we met with Salomé Zourabichvili and representatives of liberal parties and civil 
society in Georgia, as well as independent journalists from Azerbaijan. We also exchanged 
views with Pavle Grbović, leader of the PSG party, as the Assembly prepared to discuss its 
first monitoring report on Serbia since 2012.  

▪ ALDE-PACE exchanged views with Petra Bayr, President of the Parliamentary 
Assembly, in our first bilateral meeting since her election in January. Our discussion touched 
on many fronts, from the need to stay strong in defending the core values of liberal 
democracy and multilateralism to more concrete topics such as the establishment of the 
Special Tribunal on the Crime of Aggression against Ukraine. One message resonated 
throughout our exchange: "the Council of Europe is the soul and spirit of Europe, and PACE 
is its beating heart." 

▪ Building a democratic perspective for Belarus and Russia: we continued to engage with 
democratic anti-war forces from both countries. We discussed the situation in Belarus with 
Pavel Latushka, Deputy Head of the United Transition Cabinet of Belarus and member of the 
Coordination Council. We also tabled a written declaration entitled “Persecution of anti-war 
voices ahead of so-called elections in the Russian Federation”. 

▪ A record number of new ALDE rapporteurs were appointed during the June session. 
Nine rapporteurs join the ranks: Liliana Tanguy, Lesia Vasylenko, Régis Bergonzi, Larysa 
Bilozir, Lucia Plaváková, Andries Gryffroy, Béatrice Fresko-Rolfo, Michael German, and 
Yevheniia Kravchuk. Congratulations! Their reports span a wide range of topics, from 
safeguarding electoral rights and combatting human trafficking to protecting LGBTI persons 
and tightening controls on dual-use goods misused by authoritarian regimes. 

▪ Some news from the ALDE Party Congress, held in Vienna on 3–4 July. Our main 
message to the Congress was the need to build a robust accountability system for the war of 
aggression against Ukraine. The Special Tribunal on the Crime of Aggression is an important 
part of this system, and there should be no delay in making it operational. This was part of 
the discussions that ALDE-PACE leader Iulian Bulai held with the leaders of D66, Alexandra 
van Huffelen, and of Servant of the People, Oleksandr Korniyenko. We are also proud to 
announce that three ALDE-PACE colleagues have been elected Vice-Presidents of the 
ALDE Party: Yevheniia Kravchuk, Fatimazhra Belhirch, and Lucia Plaváková — well-
deserved recognition for their dedication and leadership. Finally, we warmly congratulate 
Svenja Hahn on her re-election as President of the ALDE Party. 

We thank all members who took part in the group’s work, defended the liberal position in debates, 
presented reports and participated in our meetings. We welcome new members who joined ALDE-
PACE since the last part-session and wish them good work. We also thank the International 
Federation of Liberal Youth (IFLRY) for excellent cooperation.  

 

ALDE endeavours to be the engine of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of 
Europe defending the core European values.  

Visit our website www.alde-pace.org   
Follow us on X @ALDExPACE & Instagram @alde_pace 

https://x.com/ALDExPACE
https://www.instagram.com/alde_pace/?hl=fr
http://www.alde-pace.org/members.php
http://www.alde-pace.org/members.php
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36213
https://www.instagram.com/p/DacTgGEDR0Z/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
http://www.alde-pace.org/
https://x.com/ALDExPACE


 

 
HEARINGS 

 

From Tbilisi and Belgrade to Strasbourg: democracy must be defended 
every single day 

 

On Monday 22 June, ALDE-PACE welcomed Salomé Zourabichvili, fifth President of Georgia, 

Pavle Grbović, leader of the liberal PSG party and Member of Serbia's National Assembly, and 

Petra Bayr, President of PACE. From Tbilisi and Belgrade to Strasbourg, democracy is not 

established once and for all — it must be built and defended every single day. We held an 

inspiring discussion: our commitment matters, and so does the courage of those who keep fighting 

for free elections, independent courts, and a press that cannot be silenced. 

Our dialogue with the President of PACE and the debates held during the session were also an 

important occasion to recall that a year ago, on 25 June 2025, in Strasbourg, President Zelenskyy 

and the Council of Europe signed the agreement creating the Special Tribunal for the Crime of 

Aggression against Ukraine. We urge every partner to step up efforts so the Special Tribunal can 

start its work. Aggression must meet accountability. 

“The Council of Europe is the soul and spirit of Europe, and PACE is its beating heart”, declared 

Petra Bayr. Let us make sure that this heart keeps its pace! 

We received a message of hope from Salomé Zourabichvili: “The current situation in Georgia is 

one of a regime that is weaker than it looks, and a society that is stronger than it feels. The future 

of Georgia is European, democratic and very clearly independent.” 

We praised the courage of our partners currently in jail in Georgia, including Elene Khoshtaria, a 

liberal party leader and a mother of four. In our contribution to the plenary debate on the 

Functioning of Democratic Institutions in Georgia, ALDE-PACE focused on the Council of Europe's 

response to the breakdown of democracy in this member state. We reiterated the call on the 

Council of Europe to use the instruments at its disposal, including those under Article 52 of the 

European Convention on Human Rights, and interstate applications to the European Court of 

Human Rights under Article 33 of the Convention. The resolution prepared by Sabina Ćudić 

(ALDE) and Edite Estrela (SOC) was adopted on 24 June by an overwhelming majority, with the 

notable exception of 5 ECPA members voting against. 

Ahead of the first monitoring report on Serbia presented in the PACE plenary since 2012, we 

discussed the situation with Pavle Grbović. We spoke about the democratic and rule-of-law risks 

posed by the so-called Mrdić laws, adopted through an urgent procedure and drawing sharp 

criticism from the opposition and international expert bodies, including the Venice Commission. 

We discussed the ongoing student protests, the government's failure to investigate the alleged use 

of sound cannons, and the repression of political dissent — including police incursions into 

university campuses and illegal surveillance of PSG members and leadership. Anna Oreg, MP 

and Vice-President of PSG, was subjected to such illegal surveillance.  

"Fearing the loss of power, the Serbian regime is threatening mass arrests and increased 
repression of citizens. Instead of moving towards the European Union, this regime is taking us 
decisively backwards”, warned Pavle Grbović.  



 
 

 
PACE GENERAL 
RAPPORTEURS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know? 

Six ALDE-PACE members serve as PACE General Rapporteurs 

General Rapporteurs follow a specific thematic area and act as the Assembly's focal point on that 
topic. Their purpose is to ensure visibility, continuity, and coherence in PACE's work: they track 
relevant developments across member and observer states and follow the work of Assembly 
committees and other rapporteurs dealing with related matters. They build synergies, maintain 
contacts with relevant international organisations and civil society, and report back to the 
competent committee. Six ALDE-PACE members have been elected to serve as General 
Rapporteurs.  

Our General Rapporteurs 

 
 
Elena BONETTI (Italy) 
General Rapporteur on child participation 
 
Michael GERMAN (United Kingdom) 
General Rapporteur on European migration and asylum policies 
 
Valentina GRIPPO (Italy) 
General Rapporteur on media freedom and safety of journalists  
 
Mia KARAMEHIĆ-ABAZOVIĆ (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 
General Rapporteur on science and technology impact assessment 
 
Eerik-Niiles KROSS (Estonia) 
General Rapporteur on Russian democratic forces 
 
Yuliia OVCHYNNYKOVA (Ukraine) 
General Rapporteur on local and regional authorities 
 
 

 
ALDE REPORTS 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Yevheniia KRAVCHUK (Ukraine)  

➢ Eliminating gender stereotypes in 
the media, Rapporteur AS/Ega 
(Doc. 16418) 

 
 

https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36035


 

 

 

Sabina ĆUDIĆ (Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

➢ The functioning of democratic 
institutions in Georgia, Co-
Rapporteur AS/Mon (Doc. 16420) 

 

 

 

Larysa BILOZIR (Ukraine)  

➢ Ensuring sustainable food 
security in times of crisis: 
strengthening resilience and 
access to food, Rapporteur AS/Soc 
(Doc. 16423) 

 

 

 

Andries GRYFFROY (Belgium) 

➢ Silencing critical voices in 
Azerbaijan, rapporteur for opinion 
AS/Cult (Doc. 16436) 

 

 

 

Yuliia OVCHYNNYKOVA (Ukraine) 

 

➢ Access of migrants and refugees 
to healthcare, Rapporteur for 
opinion AS/Soc (Doc. 16441) 

https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36053
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36051
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36082
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36031


 

 
QUESTIONS  

 

Question to Mr Christophe 
MIRMAND, Minister of State of 

Monaco 

Mr Damien 
COTTIER 
(Switzerland) 
First of all, 
congratulations 
to Monaco, 
which has 
long been a 

global leader in the protection of the 
oceans, and we would be 
interested to hear your views on the 
challenges in this area. 

And with regard to human rights 
and social rights in particular, you 
mentioned women’s rights, Mister 
Minister. What does Monaco intend 
to do to reform the law on abortion 
or liberalise access to it, given that 
it is currently very restrictive, if not 
outright banned, in the Principality? 

Furthermore, you also mentioned 
the rights of same-sex couples, 
particularly in relation to their 
children. What do you intend to do 
to advance rights in this area as 
well? Video EN | OV  

 

Mr Christophe MIRMAND - As you 
are no doubt aware, Monaco already 
permits voluntary termination of 
pregnancy under three conditions. 

Firstly, a potential risk to the life or 
physical health of the pregnant 
woman. Secondly, a high probability 
of serious and irreversible 
abnormalities in the foetus, or the 

presence of an incurable, life-threatening infection. And 
finally, where the pregnancy is the result of a criminal act, 
provided the procedure is carried out within 12 weeks. 
These provisions were introduced by a law passed in 
2009. 

More recently, a law passed in 2019 decriminalised 
abortion in the Principality. However, the decision not to 
legalise abortion following a bill that had been passed by 
the National Council does not, in truth, alter the applicable 
legal framework or the rights of the pregnant woman in 
any way. […] 

Naturally, the Sovereign Prince and the Government 
recognise the seriousness of this issue and are deeply 
committed to the well-being of women and the 
circumstances they may face; Monaco will therefore 
continue to adapt in the future to address the concerns 
and expectations of society with its characteristic 
pragmatism and efficiency. 

A roadmap for sexual health outlines the measures put in 
place to improve support, and to strengthen information, 
education and communication on sexuality and sexual 
health, particularly amongst young people, as well as the 
promotion of reproductive health through information and 
access to contraception, the prevention of unwanted 
pregnancies, and the introduction of anonymous and free 
gynaecological consultations for minors and young 
women up to the age of 21. 

With regard to LGBTI rights, Monaco is also fully 
committed to the principle of non-discrimination. And to 
address certain situations, the Government has begun 
considering the extension of certain rights, to ensure 
greater protection for same-sex couples, but also to 
address situations involving children living with them, in 
accordance with the principle of the best interests of the 
child. Close attention is being paid to the decisions that 
have been made, and work is currently under way which 
will shortly be the subject of a discussion with the National 
Council. Video EN | OV  

 

 Question to Mr Alain BERSET, 
Secretary General of the Council of 

Europe 

Mr Eerik-Niiles 
KROSS (Estonia) 
– Secretary 
General,  

My question 
regards Georgia, 
our member state, 
even if absent 
from this room for 

two years now. 

Georgia has not met numerous 
demands by the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe, by 
the Venice Commission, by the Court, to 

Mr Alain BERSET – First, I want 
to be clear on the fact that I take 
the Assembly's work on Georgia 
very seriously, including 
previous resolutions, including 
the report being discussed this 
week, and we see and we face 
the same reality. 

The democratic backsliding in 
Georgia is deeply worrying and must be addressed 
clearly. Shrinking civic space, pressure on opposition 
parties, detentions, restrictive legislation, you 
mentioned some of them, and lack of accountability 
for reported police brutality are fully unacceptable. 

I want also to inform you that I met Georgian civil 
society representatives yesterday, on the occasion of 
this week. And their concerns confirm the 

https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-22-2/EN?startAt=2960
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-22-2/lang?startAt=2960
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-22-2/EN?startAt=3003
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-22-2/lang?startAt=3003


repeal, among others, the law on 
transparency of foreign influence, the 
Foreign Agent Registration Act, the law 
on protecting family values and minors, 
the law on administrative offences. 

And the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe has called upon you 
at least twice to invoke Article 52 in the 
case of Georgia, so far, you have not.  

So my question is a) what more does 
Georgia need to do? And b) what do we, 
the Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe, need to do for you to 
invoke Article 52 and to ask Georgia to 
explain itself? Video EN | OV  

seriousness of the situation. You mentioned Article 
52 and I am aware of the call to use Article 52 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights. It is one of 
the tools available to the Secretary General. But a 
question I also need to answer and to ask is: what 
will have the greatest impact?  

The question is not a question of good conscience. 
You know, it would be easy for me to use some tools 
not looking at the possible impact. And we need to 
make this balance, to make sure that the goal must 
be to have a movement, not just to say that we did 
the right thing. To do the right thing, having the right 
and good consequences. And we are still assessing 
this.  

What we can also see at the moment is that 
Georgia's absence from the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe has not improved the 
situation. The question is how can we address this to 
have the maximum possible impact, and as we know, 
isolation is not a solution. 

So, let me conclude on this. I remain engaged at all 
levels and please note that dialogue for me cannot 
be and end in itself, this is clear for me. The question 
is when, how and with what impact, not only when 
and how. The impact is also an important element of 
the discussion. It must lead to tangible progress and 
that is the only way to make some progress. That 
must be the goal. And I made this very clear, I think, 
to Prime Minister Irakli KOBAKHIDZE in Yerevan on 
4 May. And I have also asked my Secretariat to work 
on concrete ways forward, following the situation that 
you mentioned. Video EN | OV  

 

QUESTIONS  
 

Question to Ms Isabelle BERRO-
AMADEÏ, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation of 
Monaco, President of the 
Committee of Ministers of the 
Council of Europe 
Ms Yevheniia KRAVCHUK (Ukraine) – 
You put the protection of human 

rights, 
especially 
for women, 
young 
people and 
children, at 
the heart of 
your 
presidency. 
What 

further actions should the Council 
of Europe take? How could the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the 
Council of Europe be involved? 
By the way, we have youth 
rapporteurs in all of the committees, 
and particularly, what could the 
Committee of Ministers do to make 
sure that we return the abducted 
Ukrainian children from the Russian 
Federation and the legal 
consequences for those who 
committed war crimes? Video EN | 
OV  
 

Ms Isabelle BERRO-AMADEÏ – 
With regard more specifically to 
Russia and Ukrainian children, 
every year the Committee of 
Ministers organises an informal 
exchange of views with 
representatives of the United 
Nations and civil society concerning 
the enforcement of judgments 
handed down against Russia. 

Clearly, monitoring these cases poses a particular 
challenge for the Committee of Ministers, given Russia’s 
complete lack of co-operation. 
At its recent Human Rights meeting in June 2026, the 
Committee of Ministers examined the issue of the 
abduction and transfer to Russia of Ukrainian children, 
which forms part of the case of Ukraine and the 
Netherlands v. Russia. The Committee condemned in the 
strongest possible terms the systematic practice by the 
Russian authorities of illegally transferring Ukrainian 
children, without any consent from their parents or legal 
guardians, from the temporarily occupied territories to 
Russia and, in many cases, the on-the-spot adoption of 
Ukrainian children, with the aim of integrating them, 
potentially indefinitely, into families or institutions in 
Russia. The Committee also urged Russia to comply with 
its international obligations and to ensure the immediate 
cessation of the unlawful transfers of Ukrainian children to 
Russia. 
At the same time, the Committee of Ministers is also 
seeking to further strengthen political and legal pressure 
on the Russian Federation, notably through support for 
the International Coalition for the Return of Ukrainian 

https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/EN?startAt=1224
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/lang?startAt=1224
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/EN?startAt=1278
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/lang?startAt=1278
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/EN?startAt=8798
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/lang?startAt=8798


Children, independent monitoring of violations, and 
ensuring an appropriate response to the children’s needs 
for return, reintegration and psychological support. It is, of 
course, essential to ensure that this issue remains at the 
centre of the European debate. In this context, the 
mandate of the Special Envoy on the Situation of Children 
in Ukraine, which is guided by the Reykjavík Declaration, 
is fundamental: it raises awareness of the dire situation 
facing Ukrainian children, encourages initiatives by the 
Council of Europe, and ensures close co-ordination with 
all relevant bodies, including the Consultative Group on 
Children in Ukraine (CGU) and the Register of Damages. 
The Special Envoy promotes international co-operation, 
notably with the Coalition for the Return of Children, and 
proposes concrete ways to strengthen the Council of 
Europe’s action for the benefit of Ukrainian children, 
building on synergies with international partners. Video 
EN | OV  
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Monday 22 June 2026 
 
Progress report of the Bureau and the Standing Committee (Doc. 16430) ; Observation of 
the parliamentary elections in Hungary (12 April 2026) (Doc. 16432); Observation of the 
early parliamentary elections in Bulgaria (19 April 2026) (Doc. 16429) 
 

Mr Iulian BULAI (Romania) – In recent days, Russia has 
intensified its attacks on Russia, on Ukrainian civilians. […] 
This is intimidation of civilians. This is erasure of culture and 
history. These are war crimes. And Russia will have to 
answer for them. Accountability is not optional. Impunity is 
not acceptable. Accountability must extend to the highest 
crime of all, the crime of aggression. I reiterate our group's 
call to national parliaments. Act without delay, allow the 
special tribunal to become operational. […] Mr Vladimir 
PUTIN and his gang must go to trial to The Hague. […] The 
picture is grim in Türkiye.  I call upon Mr Recep Tayyip 
ERDOĞAN to release Mr Ekrem İMAMOĞLU and Mr Osman 
KAVALA. […] I want to congratulate our Moldovan and 
Ukrainian friends for opening up the first chapters on our 
session. […] For the first time in 16 years we'll have a new 
chair of the Hungarian delegation. Welcome to you and to 

your Hungarian colleagues. And this is the true sign of the functioning of Hungarian democracy. 
More, video EN | OV 
 
 
Tuesday 23 June 2026 
 
Current affairs debate: The functioning of the judicial system and the crackdown on the 
opposition in Türkiye 

Ms Rian VOGELS (Netherlands) – In 2017, Türkiye chose by 
referendum to move from a parliamentary to a presidential 
system.  [...] No institutional system is inherently flawed, but 
no system under any circumstances should be used, or 
perceived to be used, to sideline political opposition. The 
essence of democracy lies not in elections, but in fair 
competition. […] Recent developments surrounding the 
Mayor of Istanbul, Ekrem İMAMOĞLU, as well as the 
broader pattern affecting elected opposition representatives, 
raise serious and legitimate concerns. […] We call on the 
Turkish authorities to immediately release Ekrem 
İMAMOĞLU and to fully restore his political rights. We also 
reiterate the call of the European Court of Human Rights for 
the immediate release of Osman KAVALA. Court judgments 
are binding. Compliance is not optional. 
we urge Türkiye to strengthen judicial independence and 

restore a genuine balance between the branches of power. More, video  EN | OV 
 
 

https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/EN?startAt=8835
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/lang?startAt=8835
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36069
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36073
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36054
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-22-1/EN?startAt=3083
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-22-1/lang?startAt=3083
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/EN?startAt=4206
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-1/lang?startAt=4206
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2026-06-22/am/en#speech-38256
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2026-06-23/am/en#speech-38434
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The functioning of democratic institutions in Serbia (Doc. 16424) 
Ms Lucia PLAVÁKOVÁ (Slovak Republic) – Since the tragic 
collapse of the canopy at the Novi Sad railway station in 
November 2024, which killed 16 people, Serbian society 
has been shaken and rightly outraged. The incident became 
a catalyst for mass protests across the country. And what 
has been the response of President Aleksandar VUČIĆ’s 
regime? A demonstration of brute power. Intimidation. 
Smear campaigns. Also, against opposition. The Vice-
President of the Free Movement of Citizens (PSG) and 
Member of Parliament, Ms Anna OREG, was subjected to 
unlawful surveillance by Serbia’s security intelligence 
service, BIA, without a clear legal basis […] which can be 
obviously described as the political misuse of state security 
institutions. It represents a serious violation of European 
democratic standards, while also illustrating a broader 
pattern of state capture and the erosion of the rule of law in 

Serbia. […] Let us hope that this report, together with the monitoring process, will help Serbia 
return to a democratic path. The courageous people of Serbia are very much in my thoughts, 
and I hope to see their country become a strong, free, and democratic member of our European 
family. More, voting results, video  EN | OV 
 
 
Democracy, human rights and the rule of law in Iran (Doc. 16413) 

Mr Bertrand BOUYX (France) – One cannot but agree with 
the assessment set out in the resolution before us. I quote: 
“The ramifications of the conflict have shown the extent to 
which actions taken outside the framework of international 
rules and standards contribute to exacerbating global 
instability, in particular by heightening geopolitical tensions, 
disrupting the economy and increasing uncertainty in the 
global energy, pharmaceuticals and fertilisers.” […] As 
Europeans, we can only welcome the prospects for peace, 
however fragile they may be, but what of the Iranians – and 
above all, Iranian women? […] Liberating the Iranian people 
from tyranny was, at least in rhetoric, one of the war aims of 
the US-Israeli coalition. And what was the result? An Iranian 
regime more powerful than ever. […] Democracy has moved 
even further away from the shores of the Persian Gulf. […] 
The second possible outcome of this foreign intervention is a 

general collapse of the country and its fragmentation, much like what we are seeing in Iraq, 
Yemen or Somalia. […] We must all ensure that this does not happen, that the country holds 
firm. More, voting results, Video  EN | OV  
 
 
Wednesday 24 June 2026 
 
Eliminating gender stereotypes in the media (Doc. 16418) 

Ms Lucia PLAVÁKOVÁ (Slovak Republic) – Our daughters, 
sisters, mothers, wives, friends and neighbours are being 
intimidated, bullied, attacked and sometimes even killed 
simply because they are women. […] Violence does not 
begin with a physical attack. It begins much earlier. It starts 
with words, with prejudice, with the way women are 
portrayed and spoken about. That is why this report is so 
important. […] Misogyny is on the rise. Women are being 
threatened, silenced and told that their place is only in the 
home. […] In this context, the role of the media becomes 
even more important. Gender stereotypes harm everyone. 
They limit opportunities for women, but they also place 
harmful expectations on men. […] I looked at the situation in 
my own country, and the numbers are alarming. Among the 
five main political debate programmes, the highest share of 

female participants over the last three years was only 13%. In one programme, it was as low as 
2%. Two percent. That means that only two out of every hundred politicians given a voice in that 
debate were women. This is simply unacceptable.  More, voting results, Video  EN | OV 
 

https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36055
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-2/EN?startAt=935
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-23-2/lang?startAt=935
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36024
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-04-21-2/EN?startAt=15051
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-04-21-2/lang?startAt=15051
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/36035
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-24-1/EN?startAt=2338
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2026-06-24-1/lang?startAt=2338
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2026-06-23/pm/en#speech-38523
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/40719
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2026-06-23/pm/en#speech-38601
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/40731
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2026-06-24/am/en#speech-38726
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/40752
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Protecting democracy from disruptions caused by artificial intelligence (Doc. 16417) 
Mr Damien COTTIER (Switzerland) – Whilst preparing for 
this debate, I asked an artificial intelligence (AI) system what 
it suggested I should say about this report, and it suggested 
a quote from Alexis DE TOCQUEVILLE on democracy, 
which I’m not sure actually exists. I am currently trying to 
verify this, but I have not been able to find it through my own 
research. This therefore proves what the rapporteur was 
saying: nowadays, we can no longer necessarily believe 
what we see, and that should make us wary. […] And this is 
truly the strength of the report presented to us today: its 
focus on both the risks and the opportunities, and the impact 
on democracy. […] Our member states must ratify the 
Framework Convention on AI as quickly as possible; 
secondly, it must be implemented; and thirdly, these 
activities will need to be co-ordinated. Furthermore, Europe 
must continue to innovate in the field of artificial intelligence, 
and that means we need balanced legislation – not seeking 

to regulate everything at all costs or creating European bureaucracy. […] We must create a 
European AI, and for this to be done properly, we must not stifle innovation More, voting results, 
Video  EN | OV 
 
Silencing critical voices in Azerbaijan (Doc. 16414) 

Mr Dominik OBERHOFER (Austria) – Azerbaijan has, of 
course, made tremendous economic progress in recent 
years. There is no question about that; we do not even need 
to discuss it. And, of course, it is also practical for us, as 
Austrians for example, that we have now found a new 
energy supplier. I do not dispute that at all. But what we 
here in the Council of Europe must focus on is the fact that 
over 400 people are currently imprisoned in Azerbaijan as 
political prisoners – namely opposition politicians, 
journalists, bloggers, but above all members of religious 
minorities are affected. […] I am a liberal and I stand by that. 
I enjoy doing business. In my national Parliament, I am 
responsible for infrastructure and, by extension, for energy. 
But there is one thing I must make absolutely clear: we are 
not prepared to gallop from one form of dependence on a 
dictatorship into the next. Azerbaijan has crossed several 

red lines. This regime could actually achieve great things for the people, and I stand with the 
people of Azerbaijan. […] More, voting results, Video  EN | OV 
 
 
The functioning of democratic institutions in Georgia (Doc. 16420) 

Mr Eerik-Niiles KROSS (Estonia) - Before I speak about the 
report, there is one thing that I think must be said every 
time, or should be said, when a European politician 
discusses Georgia, and it's this: Elene KHOSHTARIA and 
all other political prisoners of the Georgian regime must be 
released immediately. Their release must be a precondition 
for any dialogue, any co-operation, any European 
engagement with Georgia. […] Georgia has done literally 
nothing to meet the Assembly's calls. In fact, it has moved in 
the opposite direction. So my point today is not only about 
Georgia, it is about the Council of Europe. Georgia refuses 
to fulfil its obligation to send a delegation to this Assembly. It 
demands that we remove the conditions we set for ratifying 
its credentials. In essence, it's trying to blackmail this 
Assembly. And so far, we are actually allowing it to do it. So, 
when we talk about the non-functioning of Georgian 

democratic institutions, we should also ask whether the democratic institutions of the Council of 
Europe are functioning. In October 2025, this Assembly called on Council of Europe bodies to 
use all available means, including Article 52 of the Convention. In practice, this means the 
Secretary General can and should ask Georgia to explain in writing how its laws comply with the 
Convention. On 17 June, just recently, the European Parliament fully endorsed this call and 
again called the Council of Europe member states to implement this call. The irony is that we 
ourselves have not implemented it. More, voting results, Video  EN | OV 
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Ensuring sustainable food security in times of crisis: strengthening resilience and access 
to food (Doc. 16423) 

Ms Lesia VASYLENKO (Ukraine) - no discussion on food 
security – especially food security at a time of crisis – is 
possible without drawing lessons from the experience of 
Ukraine. […] When Russian missiles hit a grain silo in 
Odesa, the casualty is not only Ukraine. Before this war, 
Ukraine fed close to 400 million people globally. […] So 
when Ukrainian ports are blockaded, when silos burn, when 
farmers are killed demining their own fields, the shockwave 
does not stop at Ukraine's border. It travels to the Horn of 
Africa, where 40 million people have fallen into acute hunger 
since 2022. […] Each year, Russia has found a new way to 
turn food into a weapon. And each year, the bill has been 
paid not by Moscow. […] This is why, on behalf of the ALDE 
group, I insist on three things: full implementation of the 
Rome Statute's prohibition on starvation as a method of 
warfare, sustained support for the maritime corridor and the 

solidarity lanes that keep grain moving - accountability for all those who dare use food as a 
weapon of war. More, voting results, Video  EN | OV 
 
 
Thursday 25 June 2026 
 
Current affairs debate: Migration to Europe 

Lord Michael GERMAN (United Kingdom) – Can I start by 
saying that I think most people in this hall will have been 
descended from a migrant somewhere in their lives and in 
their past. The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) has produced the evidence. Real 
money, real figures, which show that migration contributes 
to our society, not the other way around. […] I want to turn 
to the Chișinău Declaration because it was of course, a 
political declaration. It was not a series of rules, of new rules 
to be created. […] There are now pressures that come out 
of the outcome of that, which is all about externalisation. […] 
Now, externalisation has three faces. One of them is 
prevention of arrival, secondly, external processing of 
claims and thirdly, removal to a third state. […] I'm ashamed 
of the European Commission accepting the Taliban this 

week. I don't think there's anybody in this Chamber who would want to send any woman back to 
Afghanistan at all. […] So we have to be very careful indeed. And all three of these 
externalisation procedures will make life even more difficult for the human tragedy we face. 
More, Video  EN | OV 
 
 
Access of migrants and refugees to healthcare (Doc. 16412) 

Ms Larysa BILOZIR (Ukraine) – Access to healthcare is a 
fundamental right. Millions of people crossing borders are 
denied access and denied access to health. […] When 
migrants are excluded from national healthcare, costs rise 
and outcomes are worse. It is not compassion failing, it's 
also policy failing. For Ukraine, this report is not abstract. 
Russia's war of aggression has created one of the largest 
displacement crises in modern European history. And I want 
to say thank you. The European Union and the Council of 
Europe countries. They provided healthcare to 1 million 
Ukrainians at once. They came and they received this 
insurance and they received decent attitudes. […] When we 
speak of human dignity, we cannot make exceptions based 
on employment status. We are all human beings, and a 
pensioner or disabled person who flees bombardment 
deserves the same protection as a working adult. […] 

Healthcare is a precondition for human dignity. This report calls for a universal healthcare 
framework, free emergency care from the first day of arrival and investment in mental health 
support in reception centres. More, voting results, Video  EN | OV 
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Media freedom in sport (Doc. 16415) 
Ms Béatrice FRESKO-ROLFO (Monaco) – There is a great 
deal of talk about "sportswashing". Very well. The concept is 
interesting, even useful. But let us not lose sight of the real 
issue, or worse, pretend not to see it. The real scandal – the 
one that deeply undermines the credibility of sport and the 
freedom of the media – is the existence of organised, 
documented and repeated systems of corruption. […] The 
FIFA corruption case, in 2015, revealed a sprawling network 
of fraud, money laundering and large-scale corruption. And 
more recently, cases involving media groups acquiring 
sports rights through illicit practices. And what does this 
mean in practical terms? It means that the allocation of 
television rights – and therefore access to sports information 
– can be biased, manipulated or distorted.  […] Media 
concentration in the hands of a few players, disinformation, 
restrictions on access to information, and unequal coverage 

– all these are part of the same problem: an ecosystem in which journalistic independence is 
undermined. More, voting results, Video  EN | OV 
 
 
Debate under urgent procedure: Women's access to justice (Doc. 16446) 

Ms Nerea AHEDO (Spain) – No country has yet managed to 
guarantee equal access for men and women to justice. […] 
We have to bear in mind the gender perspective in the 
judicial sector and that's often lacking in training. […] Access 
to justice must also be free of charge. Otherwise, women 
who are economically disadvantaged will find it difficult. […] 
If we talk about gender violence, we believe it is essential to 
create special magistrates, special courts. In Spain we have 
this, that's been created by recent law. But if you do set up 
such a system, you have to ensure that close attention be 
paid to the needs of victims, with specific training being 
necessary for everybody involved. […] Laws only work if 
they are properly implemented and if they are enforced and 
if funding is available. Otherwise, they're just useless paper. 
Secondly, there has been a massive increase in far-right 
negation of the problems facing women. They seem to 

believe either the problem doesn't exist or tradition should prevail… More, voting results, Video  
EN | OV 
 
 
 
Fighting back against transnational repression (Doc. 16421) 
Mr James MACCLEARY (United Kingdom) – Transnational repression is one of the defining 

challenges facing democracies. As modern conflict moves 
increasingly into the grey zone, Europe’s adversaries 
continue to act with impunity to target their critics given 
sanctuary across Europe. It has not gone unnoticed. Just 
nine days ago the European Parliament passed a motion 
calling for a zero-tolerance response to transnational 
repression in Europe. Bounties have been placed on the 
heads of activists living in Britain. […] Russia has used 
assassination, poisoning and intimidation beyond its borders. 
[…] Iran has targeted dissidents abroad. Belarus has 
pursued opponents in exile even going so far as to redirect a 
flight to seize a Russian journalist. […] Authoritarian regimes 
are increasingly learning from one another. Democracies 
must do the same. We need stronger protections for victims 
of transnational repression. We need effective reporting 
mechanisms, closer intelligence co-operation, targeted 

sanctions against those responsible and stronger transparency requirements for foreign state-
linked organisations operating within our countries. Most importantly, we must recognise that 
these incidents are not isolated events. They are part of a deliberate strategy designed to export 
fear beyond authoritarian borders. More, voting results, Video  EN | OV 
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Violent pornography: a test for human rights (Doc. 16422) 
Ms Bernadeta COMA (Andorra) - Violent pornography is not 
merely a question of morality or individual choice. It is a 
matter of human rights, gender equality, the protection of 
minors and respect for human dignity. Over the years, 
pornographic content has become more accessible, more 
widespread and, in many cases, more violent. The violence 
depicted in this content is predominantly directed at women 
and girls. It trivialises behaviour which, in reality, constitutes 
sexual violence or serious violations of personal integrity. It 
conveys the dangerous idea that domination, humiliation or 
coercion could be part of normal sexuality, thereby 
undermining the culture of consent that we strive to promote. 
The report also draws our attention to the worrying impact of 
this content on children and adolescents. More, voting 
results, Video  EN | OV 
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