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October 2022 part-session highlights:

Ukraine: ALDE-PACE supported the holding of an urgent debate on Further escalation in
the Russian Federation's aggression against Ukraine. ALDE also met with Tomas Bocek,
Vice-Governor of the Council of Europe Development Bank (CEB) to discuss the Bank’s
strategy in respect of Ukraine.

Political prisoners: ALDE-PACE continues to draw international attention. On 12 October,
the group organised a side event to discuss the situation of political prisoners in Belarus and
to show solidarity with those fighting for freedom, democracy and the rule of law. The event
notably featured Tatsiana Khomich, sister of jailed freedom fighter Maria Kalesnikava and
Bjorn Berge, Deputy Secretary General of the Council of Europe.

Vaclav Havel Prize: ALDE-PACE welcomed the award of the 2022 PACE Vaclav Havel
Human Rights Prize to the Russian political prisoner Vladimir Kara-Murza and launched a
new motion for a resolution inviting to establish "a Kara-Murza list" of law-enforcement,
prosecution and judicial officials of the Russian Federation involved in his persecution and
to demand accountability.

Western Balkans: ALDE-PACE discussed European perspectives for the Western Balkans
region with ALDE Party co-President llhan Kuychuyk and LIBSEEN President Roman
Jakic ahead of the plenary debate.

Monitoring of human rights and democracy in Hungary: ALDE-PACE supported the
proposal to open a monitoring procedure in respect of Hungary until the democracy and rule
of law concerns are addressed in a satisfactory manner by the authorities.

Elections & appointments in PACE: Bertrand Bouyx (France) vice-president of PACE;
Maria Jufereva-Skuratovski (Estonia) first vice-chairperson of the Committee on Rules of
Procedure; Eerik Kross (Estonia) third vice-chairperson of the Monitoring Committee;
Fiona O’Loughlin (Ireland) and Nicole Duranton (France) chairperson and vice-
chairperson of the Sub-Committee on Education, Youth and Sport

New rapporteurs: Béatrice Fresko-Rolfo (Monaco) “Preventing and combating violence
and discrimination against LBQ women in Europe”; Claude Kern (France) rapporteur for
opinion on “The role of the Council of Europe in preventing human suffering resulting from
international armed conflicts”; Stephanie Krisper (Austria) co-rapporteur on “The honouring
of membership obligations to the Council of Europe by The Netherlands”, Fiona
O’Loughlin (Ireland) general rapporteur on the “Budget and intergovernmental
programmes”.

We thank all members who took part in the group’s work, defended the liberal position in debates,
presented reports and participated in our meetings. We welcome new members who joined
ALDE-PACE since the last part-session and wish them good work.

ALDE endeavours to be the engine of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe defending the core European values.
Visit website: www.alde-pace.org
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Supporting political prisoners in Belarus
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On 12 October 2022, ALDE organised a side event on the situation of political prisoners in
Belarus chaired by ALDE-PACE President lulian Bulai. The side event featured Tatsiana
Khomich, human rights activist and sister of political prisoner Maria Kalesnikava (2021 PACE
Vaclav Havel Prize laureate), Ken McBain from Libereco Partnership for Human Rights, and Inna
Kavalionak from Politzek.me support initiative for political prisoners in Belarus. Deputy Secretary
General of the Council of Europe Bjgrn Berge, PACE rapporteur on Belarus Kimmo Kiljunen,
Chairman of the Legal Affairs Committee Damien Cottier, Ambassador of Austria to the Council
of Europe Aloisia Wérgetter and other MPs and officials also took the floor to express solidarity
with jailed Belarusian freedom fighters.

“Today all our eyes are rightfully turned to Ukraine, where a terrible war of
aggression is taking place. However, a war should not conceal other very serious
human rights challenges facing our continent. Belarus is one of Europe’s human
rights blackholes. Today the Lukashenko regime detains more than 1300 political
prisoners. A year ago, the ALDE group prepared a list of Council of Europe’s
partners in Belarus who find themselves behind bars or in exile: human rights
defenders, academics, journalists, democratic activists.” ALDE-PACE President
lulian Bulai

While there are many ways in which the international community can express solidarity, the
Godparenting initiative ran by Libereco, in cooperation with politzek.me and renowned
Belarusian human rights defence organisaton Viasna, is a specific programme for MPs. It offers
concrete tools for parliamentarians from Europe who want to support political prisoners and their
families: letters, press statements, support events, social networks, financial support to families,
etc. Members of Parliament of Council of Europe member states as well as MEPs are welcome
to join the initiative (details here).

“Why is Sergei Tsikhanouski — as well as 1320 other political prisoners — in jail in
Belarus today? Because they dared to speak up and voice their opinion. Because
they exercised their undeniable rights of freedom of expression and freedom of
assembly. And because they took part in — what we take for granted — normal
political work and wanted to promote demaocracy in their home country. This is of
course completely unacceptable, and it must stop. That’s why this event is so
important, as we need to help raise more awareness — make people across
Europe understand what is really going on in Belarus.” CoE Deputy Secretary
General, Bjgrn Berge

In his concluding remarks ALDE President lulian Bulai called on fellow parliamentarians to join
the godparenting initiative and to establish PACE general rapporteurship on political prisoners.

ALDE will continue to defend those who defend democracy and human rights across Europe. We
continue to draw attention to the situation of political prisoners and human rights defenders. We
keep following the situation of Vladimir Kara-Murza (2022 Vaclav Havel Prize laureate) and we
demand accountability and justice for Vladimir and hundreds of other oppressed citizens who
stood up to say “no” to the Russian war of aggression in Ukraine! We are proud that our long-
standing partners in the fight for human rights, Ales Bialiatski, Memorial and Center for Civil
Liberties were awarded the Nobel Peace Prize this year.


https://www.libereco.org/en/belarus-gefangene-patenschaften-prisoners-godparenthood/

WESTERN
BALKANS

ALDE REPORTS

Liberal cooperation and European perspectives for the Western Balkans

On 10 October, ahead of the PACE plenary debate on the European perspective for the Western
Balkans, ALDE-PACE exchanged views with ALDE Party co-President llhan Kyuchyuk and
President of the Liberal South East European Network LIBSEEN Roman Jaki¢. Liberals agreed
that a clear European perspective for the region was essential for the European project and
stability.

Z=:o  |lhan Kyuchyuk &
w @ilhankyuchyuk

Pleasure to exchange and unite with my ALDE
colleagues at the Council of Europe tonight on the e
Western Balkans. The war in Ukraine and the . .
pandemic prove we are stronger together. Europe has It Was a pleasure to exchange views with fellow

to be better at communicating hope and we must give ~ @ALDEParty MPs in the @coe on the situation in the
Western Balkans, which is extremely important for
stability & peace in Europe. Without a European
perspective for the WB, we risk having a potential new
focus of conflict in Europe.

et

Roman Jaki¢
@RomanlJakic

a real perspective to the region.

Traduire le Twe

Eerik-Niiles KROSS (Estonia)

» The honouring of membership
obligations to the Council of Europe
by Hungary

AS/Mon (Doc. 15619)
Video EN | OV

Stephanie KRISPER (Austria)

» Safe third countries for asylum seekers

AS/Mig (Doc. 15592)

Video EN | OV

Krista BAUMANE (Latvia)

» The honouring of membership
obligations to the Council of Europe by
Romania

AS/Mon (Doc. 15617)

Video EN | OV
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QUESTIONS

QUESTIONS

Question to Mr Ignhazio
CASSIS, Federal
Councillor, President of the
Swiss Confederation

Ms Krista
BAUMANE
(Latvia) -
Recently,
a new
Swiss
ambassad
or to Belarus presented her
credentials to Mr Aleksandr
Lukashenko — the first and

only western  European
diplomat to do so since
August 2020.

The Belarusian authorities
support the Russian war of
aggression against Ukraine.
Excellency, can you assure
this Parliamentary Assembly
that this diplomatic procedure
does not mean that the
Swiss authorities are moving
towards the recognition of
the legitimacy of Mr
Aleksandr Lukashenko's
regime?

We would also like to know
what thought has been given
to the Ukraine Recovery
Conference that took place in

Lugano in early July this
year?
Video EN | OV

Question to Mr Michael D. HIGGINS, President

of Ireland

Ms Ingvild

Mr Ignazio CASSIS - Thank you so much for
the two questions. The first one | can answer
very briefly: It is an act required by protocol.
Switzerland does not recognise any
government. Switzerland only recognises
states. We want to have an embassy in
Belarus because it is important to be there
exactly because of difficulties we have with human rights,
democracy and so on. We want to be on place.

Our ambassador has already been there for months. The
accreditation is an act required by protocol and means no
recognition of the government. This has always been the
position of Switzerland anywhere in the world. This is also the
reason why we are present in 170 countries of the world,
independently of the government leading the country.

The second is a much longer answer, but I'll try to make it
short. The Ukraine recovery conference in Lugano was a
common decision from Switzerland and Ukraine, from
President Zelenskyy and myself, last year. We had to organise
in Lugano what we called the Ukraine reforms conference. It
was a cycle of conferences taking place during the past five
years. Of course, when the war started, it was not conceivable
to hold a conference as usual. So we had, in many phone
calls, the idea to transform this conference into something
useful for the future. Something that can give hope to the
population who is waiting for a ceasefire, for stopping the war,
and waiting for peace.

We decided to make a conference as a first step for a common
process of reconstruction in Ukraine, defining some common
rules and principles. Some kind of charter of the reconstruction
of the country, which is the Lugano Charter with the seven
principles that have been adopted by the plenary session at
the end of the conference. | just met the prime minister of
Ukraine in Prague a few days ago for the first European
Political Community meeting, and he told me that there is no
single discussion, no single meeting around the world, on the
reconstruction of Ukraine which is not based on the seven
principles of the Lugano Charter. Again, if we reach this target,
it is already very much.

Secondly, it was a good occasion for many exchanges
between the economic communities from Ukraine and from
Switzerland, and Italy, Germany, France attending the
meeting. It was of course a good occasion for networking and
finding connections together in order to be able to start as soon
as the security situation allows. Video EN | OV

Mr Michael D. HIGGINS
— when | was teaching

Wetrhus sociology I was

THORSVIK (Norway) — Digital
technologies play a central
role in the functioning of our
societies.

Under the current European
data protection framework,
the Irish Data Protection Commission is tasked
with ensuring that the biggest technology
companies comply with European data protection
rules, as these companies are headquartered in
Ireland. However, the Irish Data Protection
Commission has been publicly criticised for lax or
insufficient enforcement against said companies.
My question is: What are the lIrish authorities
doing to ensure that Ireland has an independent
and effective data protection regulation, and which
mechanisms will be put in place to ensure its
proper functioning? Video EN | OV

speaking about it for
like the social impact of
technologies was a very
old topic when we were
teaching.

But you've asked me a very specific
question. | want to answer very directly.

I think the independent commission in
relation to privacy in digital might have
been slow in getting off, but as we saw in
the report from government, there's an
increase in both staff and about 23 million
in resources. The result has been, in fact,
that the total number of fines is about 650
million. There have been fines against
Facebook, against Meta, and another 60
different warnings sent out and so forth.
Video EN | OV
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QUESTIONS

Question to Ms Marija

PEJCINOVIC-BURIC,

Secretary General of the

Council of Europe

Ms Maria JUFEREVA-

SKURATOVSKI (Estonia) —
The
Ukrainian
Parliame
nt
Verkhovn
a Rada
has
prepared
a project

of appeal to international and
the European democratic
institutions to create a
special international tribunal
to try Russia's crimes of
aggression against Ukraine.
Which steps are you going to
undertake on the level of the
Council of Europe in order to
contribute to the creation of
this  special international
tribunal? Video EN | OV

Question Mr Thomas
BYRNE, Minister of State for
European Affairs of Ireland,
Irish  Presidency of the
Committee of Ministers of
the Council of Europe

Ms Fiona O'LOUGHLIN
(Ireland) -
Thank you
very much
for your
very
positive
and
thought-

Ms Marija PEJCINOVIC-BURIC - This was
the issue that actually took quite a part of
my visit, which | paid to president
Zelenskyy and to the foreign minister
Kuleba. Indeed, their proposal and
argumentation that such a tribunal doesn't
exist, that accountability including the
crime of aggression would be an important advancement of, if
you wanted, of accountability on international level. So, they
pleaded for the Council of Europe, as it was in the forefront of
international organisations, to react very promptly on breach of
the statutes and values of the Council of Europe by excluding
the Russian Federation.

On my way back, | immediately asked the colleagues in the
legal services to see what is possible because there is no set
precedence and what could be a legal way to do it, in general,
and for the Council of Europe as well. The colleagues did very
a thorough job, and for me it's really this is a very important
and serious issue. [...] There was one ministerial conference in
The Hague, where the Council of Europe participated. We
were all in Lugano for the Lugano Ukraine Recovery and
Resilience Conference, and this issue indeed was raised there.
| also met there with the speaker of parliament Mr Ruslan
Stefanchuk.

There was the recommendation also of this body to the
Committee of Ministers to reflect upon it. First discussion has
been held lately by the Committee of Ministers with the
decision to stay committed to working together with the other
international actors on this important issue. This is where we
are at this moment.

Accountabilities: absolutely the most what we should stand for
in different areas, because one day justice, one day peace will
come, justice needs to be made, and any peace, if it wants to
be sustainable, cannot be done without proper accountability.
Taking all those who are responsible to be held accountable by
international or national fora and then work further on assisting
Ukraine to rebuild a strong and resilient society.

| think I'm quite clear in that we remain committed to the
accountability in all its senses. One of the first actual activities
in which we were apart from deciding on the impossibility of
keeping the member State who aggressed another member
State, was to start working with the prospector general of
Ukraine on gathering evidence for gross human rights
violations and war crimes, because, obviously, no regular
prosecutors were dealing with that before.

At the end of this week | will meet the new prosecutor general
again, so | will continue this engagement. The Council of
Europe will certainly be one of those international
organisations that will be helping Ukraine to get accountable all
those who should be accountable by assisting Ukraine in any
way we can. Video EN | OV

Mr Thomas BYRNE — I'm going to just say
now here on that last point, on the Council
of Europe, we have a word or phrase |
should say in the Irish language, it's "fite
fuaite”, and that means "interwoven". The
Council of Europe, the European
Convention on Human Rights, is fite fuaite,
is interwoven |nto the Good Friday Agreement. | think it's very
important that we all know that, that we all remember that
and that we all understand the consequences of that. That
the Good Friday Agreement itself is founded on the European
Convention on Human Rights, and its incorporation
particularly into the law of Northern Ireland. The Convention
has already had a huge impact. This was of the highest
priority for all of the negotiators at the time.
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QUESTIONS

provoking presentation.

The Irish delegation is very
proud of the leadership that
yourself, the Ambassador, and
the team have shown over the
last six months.

Minister, you mentioned the
Good Friday Agreement, and
of course next year is the 25th
anniversary of this historic
agreement  which  brought
peace to the island of Ireland.

But there are fresh concerns
about that at this point in time.

Because of Brexit, in 2019
there was a negotiated
protocol agreement put in
place which would basically
avoid a hard border once
again on the island of Ireland.
But in June last year, the
United Kingdom government
introduced a Northern Ireland
protocol  bill that would
unilaterally dis-apply parts of
the protocol if enacted.

This is hugely concerning. It is

damaging to British-Irish
relations.
| would like to hear your

comments in relation to that
and also your views on how
the Council of Europe could
help in this regard. Video EN |
ov

Question to Mr Edi RAMA, Prime Minister

Subsequently then, the protocol that's agreed as a result of
Britain leaving the European Union, the protocol on Northern
Ireland, it itself is built on the Good Friday Agreement.

| repeat what the President said yesterday that he was very
grateful for the very warm relations that he has with King
Charles lll, which he had with Queen Elizabeth Il, of their
concern for peace in Northern Ireland. | think what we've
seen in recent weeks has been really good connections,
personal chemistry between counterparts at every level,
between the British and Irish government. That's not just
welcome but it's necessary too. It's what we want, and that's
why we really enjoy working together with our British
counterparts in multilateral organisations as well, particularly
since they've left the EU, and that's what's important here.
Those relations have been really warm, and it's so important.
But | think just in terms of the protocol, there's also
official-level discussions, technical discussions going on. We
do need to see progress on them. We need to make sure that
those officials, those technical people are mandated by the
politicians.

Because that is what this is all about ultimately. Yes, it's
about technical rules on trade, but ultimately, it's about peace
on the island of Ireland, ensuring there's no hard border and
recognising, as the Good Friday Agreement does, that each
community in Northern Ireland has their right to their own
national identity.

You can be lIrish or British in Northern Ireland; it's basically

your choice.
That's the, | won't say the magic of the Good Friday
Agreement, but it's what the Good Friday Agreement

achieves. The protocol is built on that and doesn't threaten it
in any way.

| want to thank the Council Europe and the members here in
PACE, and the Committee of Ministers for your constant
interest and engagement in the affairs of Northern Ireland. It's
one of the most successful peace processes the world has
ever seen, built as | said on the European Convention on
Human Rights, but one that must be nurtured and protected,
and worked together at all times. Video EN | OV

Edi RAMA — Why we need

of Albania the Open Balkan, while we
Mr lulian BULAI have the Berlin Process: I'm
(Romania) Your visit telling, they don't exclude
here is historical. The first each  other. On the
part of your speech contrary, the Open Balkan

showed a visionary leader
in terms of international
affairs. But there was an
asymmetry between all these (great
ambitions, and then showing a politician
fearing the phantoms of the past. That is
regrettable.

It should be clear, the core of this Assembly
is not the prosecutors' one, so let us wait for
the answers of the prosecutors in The Hague
in order to issue opinions.

| had so many questions for you, I'll just have
three follow-up questions.

Why aiming for a mini-Schengen, which is
the the Open Balkan initiative, when we can
all help you to aim for a bigger Schengen?
Then, what is the role model that Albania
could play in the future integration of the EU
Balkans given your stability, the stability of
your country?

Then, I'm very much impressed about how
much you have taken the side of Kosovo

. s would not exist without the
Berlin process, and the Berlin process cannot
be implemented without the Open Balkan. In
this, just so you know, | think the same with the
Serbian President Aleksandar Vuci¢ and not
the same with Kosovo's prime minister Albin
Kurti.

This is how it goes. It's about conventions, and
it's about your own truth. It's not about your
own team or about your own colours.

To the role model — | don't know what you
were talking about — what is our role model?
What is Albania's role model? Albanian's role
model are the Albanian great minds of our
renaissance and all the Albanians that work
hard in Albania or all over Europe, who do not
deserve the stigma and the stereotypes that
are so easily repeated when it comes to
Albania and Albanians because of 0.7% of
them who do other things.

We don't want to become like someone else.
We don't want to be something else, someone
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within this Assembly, which has a certain
legitimacy. On the other hand, dear Prime
home,
supporting the Open Balkan initiative, which

Minister, undermining them at

else. We are very proud to be Albanians, and
we are very very much eager to do everything
we can so that our children are proud for us.
Video EN | OV

is very much criticised by Kosovo, and

isolating it.

| would like to have sincere answers to these

questions.

Otherwise, thank you for the debate. Video

EN | OV
QUESTIONS Question to Mr  Volodymyr
ZELENSKYY, President of Ukraine
Mr lulian BULAI
(Romania) -
Thank you for
accepting the
invitation to be
present in this
Parliamentary
Assembly.
We praise
courage of the Ukrainian people.
We salute the work done by the
Ukrainian colleagues in this house.
Our Alliance of Liberals and
Democrats for Europe joins the
cause to ensure a comprehensive
system of accountability for serious
violations of international law by
Russian Federation.
What role can the Council of Europe
play in the establishment of a special
tribunal for the crimes of aggression
against Ukraine?
Slava Ukraini. [in Ukrainian: Glory to
Ukraine.]. Video EN | OV
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Mr Volodymyr ZELENSKYY — We
definitely need to support our
resolution at the UN and to
establish this special tribunal. This
is one resolution.

Again, we're getting back to this
system of international justice. It
just to bring all those culpable to
responsibility.

Another thing where we could work together is to
support yet another resolution in terms of establishing
a mechanism of compensation for the losses. These
are the two things that will be discussed in the coming
days and weeks. These are of principle importance to
us. Why?

Because while it is difficult to say in general what can
be done, let me give you some very specific examples.
| came to one of the small towns in the Kharkiv region
that had been recently deoccupied. When you see
people who have lost their sons, the son who had, you
know, [been on] the frontline. You would ask his
parents with white hair, with grief in their eyes, you
would ask them:

What do you need?

They don't need anything. They don't need any food,
they don't need any water, they don't need any money.
They want to rebuild their house that had been robbed
and destroyed.

They're only asking for justice.

Find those who are guilty of this war: they have to be
held responsible.

So creating the special tribunal and bringing all of them
justice is what is so important for us today, even for
simple Ukrainians. Video EN | OV

would be

Progress report of the Bureau and the Standing Committee (Doc. 15626, Doc. 15626 Add.

Mr lulian BULAI (Romania) - Today's missile attack in Kyiv
and other
territories and fake referendums, in fact, under constant
shelling of the neighbourhoods and with most of the
population in refuge, is a blatant attack of aggression and
against international law. [...] The energy blackmailing from
Russia, another form of escalating aggression in Europe,
should not make us waiver. We as Europeans should not give
up to it. It should be an opportunity for Europe to reform the
energy sector, something the long-dated climate situation has
requested for a long time. [...] The current moment is also an

cities, the Russian annexation of Ukrainian

opportunity for the definition of the new generation of rights,
something that this Assembly has demanded for a long time. We should stress it again and
again, there cannot be full enjoyment of human rights without a safe and sustainable

environment. More, video EN | OV
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Current affairs debate: Military hostilities between Azerbaijan and Armenia, Iincluding
strikes against settlements and civilian infrastructures

Mr Jacques LE NAY (France) — For my part, and on behalf
of my group, | obviously condemn the use of force, which is
totally unacceptable to settle disputes between the member
states of our Organization. The clashes that took place a
month ago, are the most violent since the end of the war in
2020 and are not isolated incidents. In the face of this
situation, which could very quickly lead to a new war, it is
necessary to recall a number of fundamental points. First of
all, the territorial integrity of Armenia must be preserved
and Azerbaijan must withdraw from the territory of Armenia
in accordance with the ceasefire agreement of 10
November 2020. Moreover, as member states of the
Council of Europe, both belligerents must respect the rights
of prisoners of war and commit themselves not to organise abductions [...] Finally, |1 call on
both states to quickly negotiate a peace agreement that must be respected. More, video EN |
oVv

Tuesday 11 October 2022
Supporting a European perspective for the Western Balkans (Doc. 15609)
Ms Liliana TANGUY (France) - Since the Thessaloniki Summit
in 2003, progress has been made but we deplore the slow
process of integration of the Western Balkan countries into the
EU. [...] the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe
believes in the virtue of inter-parliamentary cooperation to
strengthen regional integration and democratic security in the
region. [...] With the return of war to our continent, it has
become urgent to react and protect the Western Balkans by
facilitating the process of their integration into the EU. [...] The
ALDE group supports the proposal to further develop
3 cooperation activities in priority areas such as the rule of law
and good governance as well as to support local civil society initiatives. It also understands the
interest of the Council of Europe in intensifying the political dimension of its engagement in the
Western Balkans. More, voting results, video EN | OV

Raising awareness of and countering Islamophobia, or anti-Muslim racism, in Europe
(Doc. 15616)

Ms Béatrice FRESKO-ROLFO (Monaco) — Mr Rapporteur,
the explanatory memorandum and the resolution were not
supported by all the members of the ALDE group, and some
of them had strong reservations. They will have an
opportunity to speak later. Nevertheless, the vast majority,
including myself, support the draft resolution. [...] Yes,
Islamophobia exists, and yes, it is a threat to our societies. In
the same way, it is, | think, harmful to draw a parallel
between the simple practice of religion and the radicalism
from which the most serious abuses can result. [...] This
resolution - it was drawn up in a constructive spirit - is the
framework indicating what we must do in order to guarantee respect for the most basic rights,
such as freedom of conscience, freedom of thought, so that we can have a fulfilled population
and so that we can fight against all forms of discrimination. More, voting results, video EN | OV

Misuse of the Schengen Information system by Council of Europe member States as a
politically-motivated sanction (Doc. 15600)

Mr Eerik-Niiles KROSS (Estonia) - Unfortunately, we have,
ALDE, and me personally, we have quite a bit of problems
with this report not because we do not support the freedom
of movement and not because we don't support human
rights and liberal values. [...] If you read the report attached
to the resolution, it doesn't establish there is a systemic
misuse of the Schengen system at all. What we read are
several cases, and the report actually says alleged cases of
violation. Some of them highly dubious. [...] Of course, we
do not dispute that the Schengen system should not be
misused. The problem is that the misuse has not been
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established. [...] The core problem of this report and the resolution is a dangerous association.
I heard that same phrase many times already from previous speakers. It is a dangerous and
actually mistaken association between the freedom of movement, which is one of the core
freedoms of the European Union indeed, and the entering of the Schengen visa space. More,
voting results, video EN | OV

Wednesday 12 October 2022
The honouring of obligations and commitments by Tiirkiye (Doc. 15618, Doc. 15618 Add.)

Ms Stephanie KRISPER (Austria) — On behalf of ALDE, I
would like to express deep concerns regards Turkiye's
respective failure to comply with its obligations as a Council
of Europe member State. | will focus on the Istanbul
Convention, the treatment of Mr Kavala, and the upcoming
elections. [...] As for the Istanbul Convention, by withdrawing
last summer, Turkiye not only weakened its co-operation
with the Council of Europe but deprived women of a vital
instrument of protection. [...] Besides withdrawing from
important conventions, we have experienced failure to
comply with the judgments of the European Court of Human
Rights. This brings me to the case of Mr Kavala. As | am
speaking, Mr Kavala is still unlawfully detained despite the Judgment of the Court in an
infringements procedure and he has been detained for years now. [...] Finally, | would like to
focus on the question of fair elections being possible in Turkiye. [...] Our position is also clear
on this issue in compliance with the rights enshrined in the Convention: repression and
arbitrary imprisonment of opposition politicians must come to an end. More, voting results,
video EN | OV

The honouring of membership obligations to the Council of Europe by Hungary (Doc.

Mr Damien COTTIER (Switzerland) — There are no double
standards: on the contrary, we measure all the countries of
the Council of Europe on the basis of the same standards
and, practically in all of them, there are criticisms to be made
and improvements to be made in each of our countries. [...]
In the country that concerns us today, Hungary,
unfortunately, the ALDE Group believes that we must indeed
— as the rapporteurs say — have concerns because there are
many points on which the situation has deteriorated in recent
years. [...] We need progress in this country. It is important
that we have this debate today. It is important that we look at
things critically. For this reason the majority of the ALDE
Group believes that it would be appropriate in this case to enter into a monitoring procedure.
More, voting results, video EN | OV

Joint debate: Safe third countries for asylum seekers (Doc. 15592); Pushbacks on land
and sea: illegal measures of migration management (Doc. 15604)

Ms Ingvild Wetrhus THORSVIK (Norway) — Every person
has the right to seek safety and to have access to human
rights, whoever they are, wherever they come from, and
whenever they are forced to flee. Governments
automatically refusing entry or returning people without
making an individual assessment of those in need of
protection are in breach of the 1951 Refugee Convention.
[...] In regards to push-backs, as the rapport states, push-
backs by member countries have become widespread and,
most worryingly, part of tolerated policy. The UNHCR
informs that push-backs are carried out in a violent and
systematic manner. [...] | do hope that everyone will support
these reports and apply the changes that need to be done
to protect the human rights of asylum seekers. More, voting results 1, 2, video EN | OV



https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2022-10-11/pm/en#speech-20692
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/39048
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2022-10-12/am/en#speech-20788
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/39052
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/30242
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/30243
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/30243
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2022-10-12/pm/en#speech-20919
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/39059
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/30214
https://pace.coe.int/en/files/30216
https://pace.coe.int/en/verbatim/2022-10-12/pm/en#speech-20997
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/39083
https://pace.coe.int/en/votes/39089
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2022-10-11-2/EN?startAt=10393
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2022-10-12-1/EN?startAt=5194
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2022-10-12-2/EN?startAt=6880
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2022-10-12-2/lang?startAt=6880
https://vodmanager.coe.int/coe/webcast/coe/2022-10-12-2/EN?startAt=11701

GROUP
SPEAKERS

DEBATES

RESULTS

Thursday 13 October 2022

Debate under urgent procedure: Further escalation in the Russian Federation's
aggression against Ukraine (Doc. 15631)

Ms Yevheniia KRAVCHUK (Ukraine) — ALDE of course
will be supporting this resolution and the wording is strong
and, | think, also to political committee that made these
wording even stronger. [...] And, of course, the issues
addressed in these resolutions are very important. It's
about the illegal so-called referenda, we call it null and
void. It's about the illegal annexation that Russia tries
again to achieve with four Ukrainian regions. Of course,
no civilised country will support it. And it's about again
calling to speed up the establishment of an international
tribunal to bring the perpetrators and to have this crime of
aggression in the tribunal, as it was during the Nuremberg
process. More, voting results, video EN | OV

Current affairs debate: Threatened bans of Pride events in Council of Europe member
States

Ms Béatrice FRESKO-ROLFO (Monaco) — The ALDE
Group regrets that the organisation of EuroPride in the
Balkans has been fraught with difficulties. The Group
regrets the late decisions of the Serbian Government,
taken in total contradiction with the first agreements which
go against all the principles related to freedom of
expression. [...] | believe that beyond the case of
Belgrade, it is the whole of the obligations of each State
that we must look at. It is fundamental for the members of
the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe to
ensure the freedom to assemble peacefully by prohibiting
any armed and violent repression of demonstrators.
Opposition to this should be seen as an infringement of
the rights of every citizen. More, video EN | OV

The impact of Brexit on human rights on the island of Ireland (Doc. 15615)

Ms Fiona O'LOUGHLIN (Ireland) - | wish to acknowledge
the report by the rapporteur. | think that he makes a valid
assertion... it has reignited tensions in Northern Ireland. It is
furthering political division and contributing significantly to
the perils of devolved institution. It places particular blame
on divisive post-Brexit narratives, particularly surrounding
the implementation of the Northern Ireland protocol. There
is no doubt that Brexit has posed many challenges for
Ireland, and indeed, for our bilateral relations with the
United Kingdom. [...] | support the report's call on the UK to
reaffirm its commitment to the European Convention on
: Human Rights as a means of protecting the Good Friday
Agreement I totally support and echo that call. More, voting results, video EN | OV

The fight for a level playing field — ending discrimination against women in the world of
sport (Doc. 15611)

Ms Sona GHAZARYAN (Armenia) — As it is clearly stated in
the report, sport does remain the environment which is
more favourable for men. Though the gates of sport have
been gradually opened for female athletes, they still face a
number of issues such as discrimination, gender pay gap,
violence, sexist comments. | would like to highlight the role
of media, including social media, that often helps reproduce
stereotypes and hate speech instead of contributing to sport
becoming a safe and equal place for everyone. [...] The
report points out actions to improve the situation, such as
training for all actors in the field of sport to prevent violence
against women, having more women in decision-making
bodies in federations, more leadership and coaching role will lead to a more gender-sensitive
world of sport. More, voting results, video EN | OV
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The honouring of membership obligations to the Council of Europe by Romania (Doc.

GROUP 15617) _

SPEAKERS Ms Fiona O'LOUGHLIN (Ireland) — The general
framework of the rule of law is in a significantly better
shape than it was in 2017 to 2019. That has to be

DEBATES acknowledged and commended. | want to take the
opportunity to stress the importance of a few issues.

RESULTS Firstly, freedom of media. [...] In theory, there is a system

of safeguards for the pluralism and independence of
media but, in reality, there are no safeguards possible as
long as governing bodies exploit loopholes. [...] Another
issue is human trafficking. [...] Asylum seekers are indeed
at risk for trafficking, but so are young women in
underdeveloped areas in the country. What Romania
needs to do far more is to protect them and to prevent sex
exploitation. [...] The report also points out that there is a hostile attitude towards LGBTI people
in Romania which may render them as targets of violence. More, voting results, video EN | OV

Friday 14 October 2022
The future of work is here reV|S|t|ng labour rights (Doc. 15620)

[ Ms Yuliia OVCHYNNYKOVA (Ukraine) — Automatisation,
digitalisation, new technologies, artificial intelligence and
the Covid-19 pandemic have radically transformed the way
we live and work. [...] | strongly support the
recommendation to the member states to rethink their own
education, training and research systems, aiming to better
accompany the adaptation of more people and producing
units based on shared responsibility. [...] Last but not least,
| believe that improved, the full implemented European
social charter system will harmonise labour standards
across Europe. More, voting results, video EN | OV

Preventing vaccine discrimination (Doc. 15608)

Mr Bertrand BOUYX (France) — When we hear "vaccine
discrimination”, those of us of a scientific or Cartesian bent,
understand inequality of access or limited access to
vaccines against Covid-19, but also against a certain
number of transmissible diseases that have not all been
beaten. That being said, the debate - particularly, I must
say, in Europe, that is to say in countries that generally had
access to Covid vaccines, have been able to better protect
their populations. In our countries, as | say, the debate is
focused on the discrimination against those who are not
vaccinated. We in the ALDE Group subscribe perfectly to
the conclusions of PACE Resolution. More, voting results,
video EN | OV

Mr lulian BULAI (Romania) - | want to congratulate the
movers a great resolution [...] a resolution calling upon
national parliaments to adopt a “Kara-Murza list”,
legislation creating a list of oppressors of political
prisoners. [...] | would also like to thank everyone who
participated and contributed to the side event the ALDE
group organised on political prisoners in Belarus. [...]
There are several things that we should go home with. A
call on godparenting the political prisoners, “adopting” one
political prisoner in order to make their lives in prison and
their relatives a bit better. [...] Second, a reiteration of
having the contact group initiated by the Secretary General
in the coming summit's agenda. [...] And the third call is a
debate on the opportunity of the creation of the position for general rapporteur for political
prisoners. More, video EN | OV
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