
PROTECTING CHILDREN’S RIGHTS  
IN PANDEMIC TIMES

Date and Time: Tuesday, 10 November 2020, from 2 to 4.30 pm*

Opening remarks:
	► Ms Martine WONNER (France), Chairperson of the PACE Sub-Committee on Children 

Session 1: Giving a voice to every child: promoting child participation
as a foundation for democratic societies
■ The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe is piloting child participation in its 
own work, in order to learn from the best practices already in place in national parliaments, 
and to encourage stronger participation of children at all levels of democratic governance. 
The aim of this round table is to discuss what has already been done, and how this work 
should be taken further, in the context of the pandemic.

■ Round table with the participation of project partners.

	► Ms Katelyn FARRENSON, Assistant Principal and Rights Respecting School Lead, 
Burntwood School, London, United Kingdom

	► Mr Khabib HASANOV, Secondary school student, Azerbaijan
	► Mr Thomas KAYBAKI, Co-ordinator, Themis Association 
	► Ms Zsuzsana RUTAI, Expert on child participation 
	► Mr Najib BENARAFA, Earth and Life Sciences Teacher, Sustainable Development 

Co-ordinateur, Joan of Arc High School
	► Ms Cath LARKINS, Chair of Eurochild’s Child Participation Reference Group, United 

Kingdom 

■ Conclusions by Baroness Doreen E. MASSEY, Rapporteur on “Giving a voice to every 
child: promoting child participation as a foundation for democratic societies”.

* for a viewer link please contact assoc@coe.int

mailto:assoc@coe.int


Session 2: Impact of Covid-19 on children’s rights
■ The Covid-19 pandemic has dramatic consequences on children’s well-being. Death or 
illness of family members; increased economic instability; and higher levels of anxiety affect 
millions of children. Due to lockdowns, many children face increased domestic violence, sexual 
abuse and online violence. The aim of this session is to discuss the current challenges and pro-
pose possible action.

	► Mr Niall MULDOON, Ombudsman for Children, Ireland

■ Conclusions by Baroness Doreen E. MASSEY, Rapporteur on the “Impact of Covid-19 on 
children’s rights”.

Session 3: The protection of children against sexual exploitation and sexual abuse
facilitated by information and communication technologies (ICTs): Addressing 
 the challenges raised by child self-generated sexual images and/or videos
■ In the context of the Covid-19 pandemic the risks of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse have 
escalated. The wide-spread sharing of sexual images and videos produced by children themselves 
is of growing concern. What is the extent of this phenomenon? What is being done to address 
it? And what other measures need to be taken to protect children’s well-being in this context?

	► Mr Dimitri HOUBRON, Rapporteur on “For an assessment of the means and provisions to 
combat children’s exposure to pornographic content”

	► Mr Matthew B. EZZELL, Board Member, Culture Reframed

	► Mr Anton Toni KLANČNIK, EUROPOL – O3 European Cyber Crime Centre (EC3)

Conclusions:
	► Ms Martine WONNER (France), Chairperson of the PACE Sub-Committee on Children


